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#r RNREA JUAY ThegaAaeH JEASTA:

EIGHTH CHAPTER

MEETING SKANDA

Soota spoke:

suafafaE ey aaichard |
TERAAEd Adegl HEHIPUREUST: F: UsAodEdd Sofiyed QRETAT: |
Then, those ‘foremost among the Shaivas’ the ‘recipients of the grace of the Eight-formed Lord

(Shiva)’sat down nearby, their hearts filled with joy at the sight of the Six-faced Lord (Skanda).
All of them, led by the sage Jaigeeshavya, spoke with their hands folded in reverence.

Munis spoke:

You are the son of the Destroyer of the Three Cities (Lord Shiva).
You are the very abode of bliss.

ey ARASYEEET R Rewa-guad aersaf@ericl)

You are the Best of Mountains (strong and mighty), for
you are the crusher of the Krauncha Mountain (where Taarakaasura was hiding)
you are the cleaver of the per-eminent mountain, ShooraPadma and others.
You are the ‘Ocean of the nectar of ShivaJnaana’,

and along with your Shakti-weapon, you grant all the desired goals.
(Mount Kraufica was an enchanted obstacle deployed by the Asuras.)

AR AR-HSHRT Yectord-acae | Rags-Hg-udss qdHdg-geer |
Kumara! You are as beautiful as Manmatha.
You are deeply affectionate toward those who seek refuge in you.

You treat the lap of Lord Shiva as your couch,
and you dwell within the hearts of all the living beings.

dRaTg-AEEE-aia-ANRT | RfE-arerE-da-ues & v

Hey Prabhu! You are served by many noble Ganas led by VeeraBaahu.
You are the rider of the peacock and the protector of the army of Indra and the Devas.

YUTeN e -HETaTerd-ARIAR-aReE | Hhgcts-Heae-dAeRlA-AaRe® |
You are the analyzer -
of the essential truth of the MahaaVaakyas (of Upanishads) starting with the ‘Pranava’.

You are the dispeller of -
the thick (stoma) darkness of doubt that resides in the lotus-like hearts of your devotees.

AACAIATAUS TAUSA-[AhA| dd UIGTT-geg T eliehed - S HT:
You are the ‘rising sun’ of the ‘dawn of Knowledge’, possessing terrifyingly great valour.
By the mere sight of your twin lotus feet, all inauspicious things get destroyed.
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SINVeTET JUHT TEISTAMHACA: | AATTdl ad Hd SHINued-gIET: ||

Through the penance of Jaigeeshavya, Lord Maaheshvara graced us by his vision.
As ordered by him, all of us, led by Jaigeeshavya, have come here.

CAGIFUSh - TS ee-HPIeg-AY-SIdT: | Ul FRANEEATEIATT Ha-ATRIBH |
We are like honey-bees seeking the nectar flowing from the lotus of your speech; and have arrived
here to drink the nectar known as ‘Shiva Rahasya’, which destroys the cycle of worldly existence.

UITAT: QUI-ROT dd HiceA T ceher: |
Only because of the weight of our past merits, we have reached your presence.
HedATeHAGTATIAACTEATAYAT HeAeguTiehAT-ToeaT-MNaIudie o: |

Now, quickly relive us, the Munis who are getting scorched in the forest-fire of worldly existence
now, with your cooling gaze that showers nectar.

Soota spoke:
Sc¥ HAT I HcdT Thedl WIcHT: JHeTddTEdles AAdealedead: |

Hearing these words of the Sages, Skanda, the son of Hara, born of Shambhu,
became pleased at heart and spoke to them.

SKANDA REVEALS THE SECRET OF SHIVA
TO THOSE ASSEMBLED IN FRONT OF HIM

Skanda spoke:

ST T HAA ATTHTAT: | HIHATARHTeT HhEad A ||

Hey Munis led by Jaigeeshavya! You are the foremost in your devotion to Shiva.

You are all the great devotees of Maheshvara, and are endowed with a singular, concentrated
love for Lord Bhava.

Hadl gada Haddleed AA | AAT: THcPod HA¥cal Ju:Teharll

By the very sight of you, my heart is filled with joy. Indeed, the lotus of my mind has blossomed
upon hearing about the severe ascetic practices of the Muni (Jaigeeshavya).

eI Agrcarsoliiveasy HaA | Rarerar gARTdr siofivear #grefa: |

Hey Great one! This is indeed a great favour rendered by MahaaDeva to Jaigeeshavya.
Jaigeeshavya, the MahaaMuni has arrived here, by the order of Shiva.

FafgRmEndEary #I1 A9 ged & | urFsdr Haedr & RoF-ug-gerer: |

I already knew in my heart, when I was in your presence, that you all deserve this Knowledge,
since you are all the worshippers of the feet of TriNetra.

TAITIATY dged Wwed Ra-ggas|

Though this is hidden from all,

I reveal to you this secret which is concealed inside the ‘Heart of Shiva’.
RIaTgd-GEAd FHAT IAT I I

This ancient Knowledge was revealed to me, when I was seated on his lap.
GIERMAT-FAGD &l ¢del G| gud UriedadcaadfaRieaa |

This contains twelve Amshas, was revealed to Devi by Deva, is highly meritorious, destroys all
the sins one has committed, is the supreme essence that stands as the peak of all the Shrutis.
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Haed I HdAd HIAT HIARJNAH| HAAD AR :Gorard Fereidie |

This destroys the ‘Bhava’ , and was revealed to Bhavaani by Bhava. This is in a narrative form,
destroys the greatest sins, and is the essence of Pranava, that stands at the peak of the Knowledge
offered by the Shrutis.

Sty g Hudeq WAIT: | YABTHAITAIETON ARdTAG YHA]
Hey Munis headed by Jaigeeshavya! All of you listen to this with full faith and devotion.

This is the most auspicious knowledge, and stays as the essence of the fourfold goals of Dharma,
Artha, Kaama and Moksha.

Hcde & PURA ASHET WicH: | HgAcTedd WA JUTIT: UTehell: HAT: |

After listening to this gem of the Knowledge narrating the greatness of Shankara the Supreme Self
of all, other ordinary tales about other deities will not be palatable at all, for sure.

R TcI—amaaquuTaRasd: | quisHEHATIAAN: HATAD:
TATHTERATTH: h IJAT e FARTA

What is the use of narrations concerning creation, maintenance, and dissolution, or the stories
centered on the biographies of kings?

What is the point of those narratives that are merely a burdensome effort of describing the duties
of castes and life-stages, or stories of pseudo-righteousness?

None of these can compare to the sweet nectar of the stories of Lord Shambhu (which contain the
supreme Knowledge-essence).

TP A-IRQUACTEAETAAT URATR: I AAITqRAT AR AT HA |
RIOTY GehfAd: fhe afdcradot: |

Hey Muni! Will one who is stuck inside a dark deep well escape that by entering other dark wells?

Other narratives are like that only (and are worthless). What use are the stories that are narrated in
the Puraanas that are just chewed again and again (repeating the same stories again and again?

STeAAGIATATT GO ATAYIET: | HAT: HAedRTTed STeAH GGl
Hey Great Munis! How can the ‘stories of the Devas who are bound by the beginning and end of

the Creation-span’, ever take across the Bhava - ‘those who are trapped by births and deaths as
beginning and end’?

NAHG>AIEIT HAT HfAdTordle HATA Sarar FavmeaniRreesgam: |

Hey Vipras! The narrative of the illustrious Mrtyunjaya (the Conqueror of Death) himself, which
is contained in the Secrets of Shiva Rahasya belonging to Shiva, truly renders the people of the
world free from death (and grants them immortality).

FUHTRACIEY: & o Fulged U]
Will one who is at the enter of the Nectar-Ocean, will want to drink the stinking well-water?

FIUTGIOTETAAE HcaT Prepld TUT, AT AR UICT hTaEUSHUET |
TUT AAHALLA: ThAARIARIHIC:, JAT FolegaeMae: & fgahaar: |

This ‘Shiva-Rahasya’ is like the melodious music of Veenaa, as compared to the harsh cawing
sound of the crow (other narratives of other deities).

Will any one seek the shining glass-piece (story of a deity), after attaining the mine of jewels
(Shiva-Rahasya)?

Will one who is like a powerful elephant want to become a worm eating filth?

Can a monkey ever equal the majestic lion, hey Best of Brahmins?




AT hATHBEC AT AT AREH |

So are the ones who are interested in these other narratives (of other deities), by rejecting this
‘nectar of Shiva-Kathaa’ (which is not a narrative but reveals the Supreme Knowledge of Brahman).

YT e FAeGTEHIAGTeaEE]d: | U7 RragEareafAfderaaFg- |
RIaRusATOM T quAaRAT: |

Shiva is the Greatest Deva and is extolled by all the texts of Vedanta.

So also, this text named ‘ShivaRahasyam’ is the best of all ancient texts.

This is a jewel worn on the neck by Shiva himself, and is the ‘liberator of liberators’ (bestows the
most excellent Liberation-state).

QT HArERER G Sda HIfda |
This was revealed to Devi by Deva, on the peak of Kailaasa Mountain.

UTe &4 fasureTafEaeT ||

Ambikaa, Parameshvari spoke to Deva Viroopaaksha.

Devi spoke:

AHT fFAr a9T AU ReprerraeydR
TR Hleled R IRY Uit earfegeia

Hey Shambhu, Vishvesha, Bharga, Trinayana, Purahan, Kaala of Kaala, Andhaka’s enemy!
Enemy of sins!
You are endowed with an eye on forehead!
You destroyed Smara!
You consumed the deadly poison!
Protect the Devas and the Brahmins, those who are in the path of Brahman!

BAT Td TEET A b1 THellehl THIMARRIT 81 a1 TRST agra ||

Reveal Your esoteric secret by which the three worlds are liberated! Declare unto me today:
what is that supreme, exalted conviction established at the crest of the Vedas (the Upanishads)?

Ife da weomed MATEARUTT AH AfdaRurd @ pardt Fesa|l
If (You will) hey Ocean of Compassion, make the worthy vessel of my hearing fulfilled and
blessed, by receiving a shower of (knowledge-) spray from You (the ocean)!"

da IRAAAY SANehg: WU ReX e Hul AHPA ST |

Pour Your entire sacred narrative - which dispels all the sorrows of the world - into my ear,
hey Destroyer of the Tripura Citadels ! Have mercy upon me!

FIIAT Mz JRYATY e fAafe #afF afcrer Rl gwe «afd|

CAAIGTAT W Yehfedledissl AH caSIIaRUNgsl HhaHTberdddrl

Even if it is to be hidden from all, hey PramathaNaatha, hey Vishvaadhika,

deposit it in me, though it has been with you for so long, concealed from all!

Through your compassion, you know the inner self of mine, which is fully devoted to your
lotus-feet.




Skanda spoke:
i S qERYcdT UTE BIAYINOI: | TATShHEATFATICA! deghede JcglTl|

FATATTS HATTAREET dGgAsYAT| HaTdT HIARIY HIHThidad= |

Hearing these words of Devi, ‘KaamaPrabhanjana’ revealed to ‘MahaaDevi’ who was seated on
his lap, the ‘Rahasya of his being’, long long ago,

which I am speaking out to you now,

which was revealed by her to me who was seated on her lap,

which will destroy the ‘Bhava’ (worldly existence) of those stuck to ‘Bhava’ (worldly existence),
which will increase the devotion to ‘Bhava (Shiva)’.

ISHVARA SPOKE TO MAHAADEVI

dAgeaa faaa Fygas deeger
haerds AP s Awrsaecaan
frar ofyr aanfce erfeti@er Sfa

caar AfpaArgRIsE YlaffaRaa sfa camsRer &8 a1

Shailendrajaa! There is nothing that cannot be given to you in the three worlds!

You alone hold sovereign sway over one half of My body, hey Mother of the Universe!
Through You, though intrinsically formless, I assume the manifest form.

You protect the Vishva, and swallow it also!
Devi! You are the entire power that holds the Vishva!

Though the sacred Shrutis (Vedas) declare Me to be devoid of physical senses
(Nirindriya),
it is through You that I am proclaimed 'Endowed with Power' (Shaaktimaan);
indeed, it is solely through You that I have assumed an embodied form (Deham gatah)!

Because of you alone,
I am referred to as ‘Shaktimaan’ (one endowed with great power) by the Shrutis.

I am without senses, yet have taken a form because of you only!

[Shiva as Nirguna & Shakti as Vimarsha:

In pure transcendent consciousness (Prakaashaa / Shiva), Brahman is Nirindriya (without organs,
unconditioned, and actionless).

It is only when united with His dynamic, creative power (Vimarsha-Shakti / ParaaShakti) that He becomes
capable of manifestation, cosmic play (Lilaa), and grace-bestowing divine forms (Saguna-Miirtis).
Vimarsha - Derived from the Sanskrit root ‘mrsh’ to touch, deliberate, examine, reflect upon) with the
prefix vi- (distinctly, intensely).

Vimarsha - is the dynamic, self-reflective capacity of pure consciousness in non-dual Shaiva philosophy.
While Prakaasha is the self-luminous, unchanging light of universal Consciousness (identified with Shiva),
Vimarsha is that light’s innate awareness of its own existence - its capacity to know, reflect, and create



(identified with Shakti).
This closely mirrors the opening thought of the ‘Saundarya Lahart’

Rrar: errear gy afe wafa aep: wofeg
q AT A T T FAT: FleegAN |

If Lord Shiva is united with Shakti, He becomes capable of creating and governing the universe;
if it be not so, the Lord is not even able to stir or cause the slightest vibration (Spandana)!

Without Shakti, Shiva remains unmanifest and immobile; through Her alone does the Absolute take on
names, forms, and manifest embodiment for the redemption of the world.]

[Why Vimarsha is Essential:

In non-dual Shaivism, consciousness cannot merely be passive light:

A mirror reflects objects, and a crystal reflects colours, but neither knows that it is reflecting.

If Shiva (Prakaasha) were only illumination without Vimarsha, He would be inert (Jada) like a diamond or
mirror. Vimarsha is what makes consciousness conscious. Vimarsha is not a static thought; it is a vibrant
pulse (Spanda) or divine tremor (Urmi) within consciousness. It expands (Unmesha) into the universe of
names and forms, and contracts (Nimesha) back into non-dual silence.

Before the universe emerges as "this" (Idam), the Supreme Reality experiences undivided
self-awareness as "Aham" ("I").

When this Vimarsha turns outward, it creates multiplicity; when it turns inward through spiritual
recognition (Pratyabhijfiaa), it reveals liberation (Moksha).]

sl AR o7dd, dar IR S5 JHSd |
38T 9 ey aranfde s 3 s
"If the Supreme Light (Prakaasha) were devoid of Vimarsha, it would be powerless and inert.
1t is because of Vimarsha that the Lord is the eternal actor, knower, and sovereign of the universe.

- Kshemaraaja, Paraapraaveshikaa
(Paraa-praaveshikaa "an introduction or entry (praaveshikaa) into the Supreme Power or Highest Reality

(paraa) - is a short, foundational Sanskrit text on Kashmir Shaivism (Non-dual Shaivism) written by Sage
Kshemaraaja, a chief disciple of Abhinavagupta.)

FIHAHIHEET faarst fagrezar |
YN ATTIAIsT F FAT T YA

The innate nature of the Light of Consciousness is known to be Vimarsha (self-awareness).

Were it otherwise, the Light - even when illuminating objects -
would not truly shine forth at all (it would remain as inert as a mirror).

-UtpalaDeva - Shaiva Taantrik philosopher
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UTOIUTElsEAGERITh: URATFIE]: URIUNIHO: |
3% TS FaEAdcaed Hod o fastefed qan: il

I am without hands and feet.
I am with undiminishing power!
I see though without eyes. I hear, though without ears!

I know fully all this,
but these Devas do not know me, though I am with them always
(who exists as their very awareness-state of Self).

Mofsaefuifsgarsr: QRIARAINRAAN T Femraar: |
derT dgiedddl Idt & AguHTar FATAT Heifad ||

I am the non-fading one in the fading things! I am unborn, and ancient!
Ambike!
I am without the limitation of a body;,
and am always without attachment (untouched by all).
Because-
both the sacred Vedas and
the declarations of the Upanishads along with the conceptual mind,
turn back in silence, unable to understand it.

HY UIFRT ATeRTARACTEHGIPTHAHT G HTCHAGH: |
ERTHTIRRTATTEEEAT Tefed FIETRGETgT HERT: e ao=a |l
(When this is so -)

How can these wretched beings filled with ignorance,
whose restless antics resemble the erratic mimicry of the monkeys,
who are always tainted in their minds by passion, greed, and envy,

who wander as pitiable wretches —
the so-called Gods on earth (the Brahmin-priests)
holding earthen begging bowls in their hands
prattling loudly and mechanically (the Vedic hymns)
(completely unaware always of all the subtle meanings of those statements),
reach me?

Are such earthly 'priests’ (Bhiisuras) to be regarded as gods (Suras),
or are they merely demons (A- suras)?

They are indeed the ‘ASuras’ known as the ‘Suras!
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CAADIPAT FheaeAeGIRIFTEAT HAGIUPETHTIDBANT|

You alone are the most prominent one
among all the Ganas including Skanda and Nandeesha,
and your sole, unquenchable thirst is for My supreme and transcendent glory only.

Il sTaersdehefct AHA HeTdgdeledardl gIae
Ry ¢ caA FA HeT YEYE R wus]|
Because - Devi -
I - in my original state - as the unmanifest - can be attained — as manifest-
only through extreme devotion,
for I am the Lord of all,

and am always unreachable (not comprehended)
by even the statements of the Vedas and Vedaanta.

However, You thoroughly understand me as the source of all, and my source too;
and know me who is Ever pure and self-awakened,
and who exists as the Supreme Bliss of self-awareness.

Ao IRTeRrERTS Held quRdfed A ean wWiet: |

The prominent Yogeendras, Hari and Brahmaa -
see me (my ordinary form)
as the one who consumed the poison and as having the blue throat,
as the Three-eyed one, as with Ambaa by my side.

3% TR ¢F goneua wH AEA |
Hey Ishaani!
[ create this body (my manifest form as Shiva) for the sake of liberating this world,

and withdraw it at my will.

The ordinary people with no purity of mind,
(who are always identified with their physical forms)
cannot fathom the sacred (secret) truth of this manifest form of Mine -
which is difficult to grasp even by the Suras and others!

[3rasidied AT HeT AUl dFATTATH 1T HTTHST Aol HA HIASHH |l

Fools deride Me when I descend in an embodied human form,
being completely ignorant of My supreme, transcendent nature as the Great Lord of all existence.
- Gita]
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RIU] HEUTHYYT fAIHUREAR
e GAMTIAN add §fe Focadaean|
Listen to this ‘Rahasya’ of mine,
which decorates the ears,
which is quintessential nectar from the furthest reaches of the Vedas,

which abides as the deepest mystery in the heart, though clearly revealed,
and this supreme secret must be guarded with utmost sanctity by you.

3RHTaAsTAT o Hafa geeraedda FeHfATRRaTERAdaT||

If this is offered to a person who does not revere Shambhu,
then it does not stay in his heart, like a tree in the desert cannot survive.
This Shiva-Rahasya is like that!

feariREasTawaNYE: |

In the lake of those with devotion to Shambhu,
who are like the red lotuses filling the beautiful Shaambhava-lake,
it (this Knowledge) bestows bliss to the Shiva-devotees alone,
like the sun blooming up the beautiful red lotuses of the lake, which are waiting to bloom.

Tae-aAreART-ugAuAe faivag
gSUY-UHIHHGS HeTll

May that mighty gale-wind which shatters and scatters the dense rain-clouds of sin
generated by the mass of darkness within the heart -
completely dry up and evaporate forever,
the sticky mire of craving and lust born of unrighteous paths.

Holeq FRTEHET HIURIRAHITA

May the wise and pure of intellect ever embrace and partake in this supreme
auspiciousness found within the boundless wealth of sacred listening!

T ASTAATERAAUIAIGT T |

Clearly, those of petty and degraded minds are never fit for such sacred listening!
This is for sure!
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AYfoerava O UHEIEHTGH HIHATSTHRITTHT: |

Shailajaa!
This will surely be the honey, extracted as the essence of all Nigamas,
and is favoured by all the Shiva-worshippers,
for they alone are the bees that understand and enjoy the taste of this honey
(like you) - hey Priye (beloved)!

They will completely evaporate the deep-seated agonies of repeated worldly existence.

(HTT HT9 - HIHTH
HIFT I TYT: - HIHITU:
Hanardie davafed sfa sawarfcuaiveT:)

AN RNEEY YAHY FheegAdeadid TASTAR:

END OF THE EIGHTH CHAPTER
TITLED
‘THE DIVINE VISION OF LORD SKANDA’
IN
THE FIRST PART OF THE GLORIOUS SHIVARAHASYA



